Robert L. Hugins

Biography

Robert L. Hugins, Counselor for Public Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in Vienna, joined the Foreign Service in 1986 with the then-U.S. Information Agency (USIA).  He became a Department of State officer when USIA was consolidated into the Department in 1999.  
Before arriving in Vienna in 2007, Mr. Hugins spent two years in Nepal as the U.S. Embassy’s Public Affairs Officer.  For the last five months of his tour, he was acting Deputy Chief of Mission and also served for several weeks as Chargé d' affaires.  As such, he helped oversee the opening of a new U.S. Embassy in Kathmandu. 

Mr. Hugins has served in public diplomacy assignments in Islamabad; Munich; Mexico City and Monterrey, Mexico; and Cape Town, South Africa. In Washington, he served as Public Affairs Advisor in the State Department's Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration, as Latin American Area Coordinator for USIA's Worldnet Television, and as a USIA Program Development Officer.

Before joining the Foreign Service, Mr. Hugins was a reporter and editor for daily newspapers in the American South, including The Jackson (MS) Daily News and The Daytona Beach (FL) News-Journal newspapers.  He has a BA in literature from Loyola University in New Orleans, a master's in journalism from Northwestern University in Evanston, ILL, and a master's in strategic studies from the U.S. Army War College.

Mr. Hugins and his wife Jana have three children. Katherine is a senior at the American International School.  Son Paul and daughter Kerry live in Richmond, VA. Paul is a student at Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU) and Kerry, a VCU art graduate, works.  Jana is a former prosecutor and a member of the Florida Bar.       

